                                                    Endangered pandas

Pandas are the world’s most famous endangered animal.
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GIANT PANDA



Only 700 Giant Pandas are left in the world today, living in the high mountains of China. The Giant Pandas primary food source is bamboo. They eat it almost 12 hours a day and for the rest of the day they sleep. In 1 year they eat almost 5000 kg of bamboo. However the giant panda routinely eats birds, snakes and bamboo rats. Giant Pandas live up to an age of 15 years. 
The adult panda, weighing about 90 to 140 kilograms, has a white heavy body, black legs. It has a massive round head, and small, round black ears. The panda has a white face with black patches around each eye. The panda usually grows to about 1.5 to 1.8 meters in length, and it has a short tail.
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Giant Pandas are endangered primarily from habitat loss and from the fact that they have a very low birthrate. China has put increasing pressure on their habitat in the last century becouse of  population growth. Also, they have traditionally been hunted, primarily for their fur and skin.
[image: image3.jpg]CuteCutePics.com



Existing pandas are doing pretty well. One area studied by Chinese naturalist Pan Wenshi in the Qin Ling mountains in Shaanxi with a population of 80 pandas recorded 11 birth and 4 deaths in a seven month period. 
    SAVE PANDAS!







